Ideas for Enriching Second Language Over the Summer 
NOTE: The ideas presented below were compiled from multiple resources (including the Park Immersion website, CARLA, and others) and adapted by parents of the Minnetonka Immersion Parent Network.  We offer these suggestions as enrichment ideas for the children who respond positively to these opportunities.  Some children may prefer a break from the target language over the summer and we recognize that this is another completely acceptable alternative for an enjoyable summer for your family.
The ideas are generally organized into kinds of language exposure:  listening, observing, practicing, world awareness, discussing language. 
Offer opportunities to listen to the target language.

Check out Chinese or Spanish books and tapes at your local public library.  
Look for Story Hours in languages other than English at local libraries. 
Designate a time for daily family reading and/or silent reading. Encourage your child to read something in Chinese/Spanish as well as English.
Watch the children’s programs on the Spanish Cable Channel.  
Change the language option on your television to watch Arthur, Babar, VeggieTales and other PBS shows in Spanish.
Listen to Chinese/Spanish music!
Change the language option on DVDs movies to Spanish or Chinese if available.  
When visiting a museum with audio guide tours, provide it for your child in the target language.

Look for local events featuring Latin Music.

Visit locations where your child can hear and use the target language.

Visit a local Hispanic or Chinese Market 
In West St. Paul there are many Mexican-American owned and operated restaurants. Take the night off and try some Mexican food. Cheer your child on as s/he helps you order your meal in Spanish.
Try a local Spanish or Chinese restaurant.
Call a local business and ask if they can arrange a tour or provide their services in Spanish or Chinese. (Restaurant, fire station, grocery store, dentist) 

Practice the target language.

Visit the website resources located through the Minnetonka elementary Media Centers' websites.  Many good websites can be accessed through here. 

Review the songs and poems that your child sings or recites at school. Your child can sing or recite the song or poem by memory or you can ask your child to teach you the song or poem. (Video tape your child singing now and replay during the summer.)
Encourage your son or daughter to write letters, stories, make books, and label the pictures s/he draws.
Invite a classmate/schoolmate over to have a special “Chinese/Spanish Evening” or “Chinese/Spanish Night Over”.

Let your child call a student from our school to speak Chinese/Spanish on the phone.

Give your child the necessary supplies to write letters to Chinese/Spanish speaking family and/or friends from school.
If your child has an older sibling who speaks Chinese/Spanish, allow them to choose a time of day that they will only use that language to communicate.

Practice Reading, Math, and Science skills with activity books in Chinese/Spanish.
Invest in a Chinese/Spanish picture dictionary for your child.
Invite a foreign college student or foreign visitor for dinner.
Ask a foreign language student to baby sit for your child/children.
Provide your child with the necessary materials to create a calendar in Chinese/Spanish.
Acquire Chinese/Spanish programs for your computer or visit websites with online games in that language. 

Label the objects of your home in Chinese/Spanish with Post-Its.  
Recognize, praise, and encourage any efforts your child makes to speak Chinese or Spanish. Often times just the vocalization of our pride in his/her efforts can make the difference.
Encourage world awareness with exposure to the culture.

Join the Minnetonka Immersion Parent Network 'ning' online network.  A collaborative parent-coordinated environment for informing, supporting and connecting people interested in immersion learning.

Read and discuss news articles that relate to Spanish-speaking and Chinese-speaking countries.
Make and break a beautiful piñata for your child’s birthday.
Read “Skipping Stones” magazines at your local public library. It is a multi-cultural magazine written by children. Some entries are submitted in Spanish.  Entries are accepted in all languages.
Look for events featuring Latin Music.

Subscribe to a Chinese or Spanish magazine.  Read “La Prensa” a Spanish newspaper. It can be found free of charge at several locations (i.e. Mexican restaraunts/mercados).
Have a Chinese/Spanish cooking night. Pick a country, find a traditional recipe, and cook with your child. Ask him/her to name the ingredients in Chinese/Spanish.
See a play in Spanish or about a Spanish-speaking culture.
Discuss language learning and its importance.

Talk about the reasons you want your child to learn another language.
Ask your child why s/he thinks it is important to know additional languages.

Discuss how a person becomes a proficient speaker of any language. (i.e. practice, making mistakes, listening to others use the language, talking, talking, talking!).

Tell your child stories of what it was like when s/he first started speaking English. (Did s/he speak in complete sentences? Did s/he know all the words in the English language? Did s/he quit because of that or did your child stop and think and then describe what was needed even if s/he did not know the exact word?).
SUMMER LANGUAGE LEARNING RESOURCES
NOTE:  Please visit the sites below for most current information.  At this time of year many organizations are just releasing their summer programs and are still revising schedules. And be sure to ask if the age range does not fit your needs.  Some organizations are able to accommodate parent requests.

Minnetonka Community Ed



www.minnetonkacommunityed.org
Concordia Language Villages

www.concordialanguagevillages.org
www.minnetonkacommunityed.org
​












OTHER PROGRAMS IN THE COMMUNITY

Hopkins Community Ed

www.hopkins.k12.mn.us
ISLA – Interanational Spanish Language Academy

(Hopkins)

www.islacad.org
District 112 Community Ed

Bluff Creek Elementary/Clover Ridge Elementary (Chanhassen/Chaska)
www.ce4all.org
Eden Prairie Community Ed

www.edenpr.org
Circus Juventus

St Paul (Chinese camp)

www.circusjuventus.org
International School of Minnesota
www.ism-sabis.net
Language Sprout

(Spanish & Chinese)

www.languagesprout.com
MingZhou HuaXia Chinese School
Eden Prairie

www.mnhuaxia.org
Mis Amigos Spanish Immersion

Hopkins

www.misamigospreschool.com
Rayito De Sol

(Spanish – PreK)
www.rayitodesol.net
Yinghua Academy

St Paul (Chinese)
www.yinghuaacademy.org
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